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 Hello people!  It’s been a while.  I haven’t done a “My Two Cents” story since 
my mom passed away this past June.  There hasn’t been a real topic for me to write 
about, until this past Thursday.  Veterans Day. 
 The city of Pryor has two good things going for it on Veterans Day.  There’s a 
Veterans Day parade that goes through the heart of this great town during the day, and 
then a candle light vigil to honor all veterans that night, at Whitaker Park. 
 Although I didn’t get a chance to attend the parade on Thursday, I’ve heard 
nothing but good things about it.  However, I did manage to attend the candle light vigil 
that night.  The vigil was put on by the Tommy Gist Memorial Chapter…the Mayes 
County chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America.  The same chapter that my father so 
proudly belongs to. 
 People often look down on Vietnam Veterans.  However, I must say that in my 
family’s time of need, those men and women were there for us.  They were my dads rock, 
when he needed someone to lean on.  Some of them may be a bit on the rough looking 
side, but I wouldn’t change them for nothing.  I may not be their brother, but they have 
accepted me as their nephew, and I love them all like family. 
 Newly elected District 8 Representative Ben Sherrer was on hand for the vigil.  
This marks the second time that a member of the Oklahoma House has been the keynote 
speaker.  Lucky Lamons from Broken Arrow was the speaker a year ago. 
 The fact that parades and candle light vigils are coming to towns like Pryor, 
shows the support that is continuing to grow for our veterans 
 "As I attend Veterans events, I am just so proud our society is behind our military, 
Mr. Lamons told me by email.  “When I was a young man, there were no parades, no 
marching bands and no homecomings for our solders, which my father was from 1954-
1984.”  
 Members of the Salina High School marching band played The Star Spangled 
Banner to kickoff the vigil.  After that, everyone in attendance recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance, which was led by my twin six year olds.  Each year, the vigil has more people 
that come to it.  It’s not for just Vietnam Vets, or for members of ALL WARS.  It’s to 
honor those who fought, those who served, and those who are spouses of veterans, those 
who are still missing, and those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for this great country. 
 “We must never forget,” Sherrer told the crowd, as he was talking about 
remembering all veterans.  “And as long as I have a say so, I will do my part to make sure 
we never forget, and that our kids will never forget what a veteran is.”   
 Some of you may remember a few years back, when I was pushing for a law 
allowing all war veterans the day off with pay on Veterans Day.  That campaign hit a 
bump in the road and threw me in the ditch.  However, after a few months of gathering 
myself, I am starting to get my car back on to the road. 
 Representative Sherrer told me that he was going to attempt to propose a bill on 
December 10th in Oklahoma City, about this idea.  Hopefully, the state of Oklahoma will 

 



 

remember why we have the right to vote political officials into office, and not forget 
about the Veterans.  It’s time we say THANK YOU! 
 “My only wish is that my father would be alive today to see how the military is 
treated now, as heroes, as they should be, rather than the way his fellow solders were 
treated in the 60's and 70's,” Lamons said. 
 To all veterans and the veteran’s families, from the bottom of my heart, THANK 
YOU!  You all deserve better, and hopefully soon, it will come. 
 For more information on the push for Veterans getting Veterans Day off, visit my 
website at:  www.veteransday.netfirms.com 
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